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 Late last year, the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints (LDS) submitted a 
conditional use permit application for a new 
church at 520 NW Park View Drive, a short 
road that extends off Robert Street just north 
of the high school.  The proposal involves a 
16,600-square-foot church facility (with a 67-
foot-high steeple) and a 204-stall parking lot 
on a four-acre parcel in an R2 Low Density 
Multi-Family Residential zoning district.   
 According to the Pullman City Code, 
churches are classified as “conditional uses” 
within all residential zones.   Conditional uses 
are developments that may be established or 
altered in a particular area only after they 
have received special attention regarding 
their impact on surrounding properties.  By 
code, the city’s Board of Adjustment is 
authorized to consider and act on conditional 
use permit applications.  The Board’s ruling 
on these matters is the final decision at the 
municipal level.  If an aggrieved party wishes 
to challenge the Board’s determination, he/
she must file an appeal with the Whitman 
County Superior Court.  
 The Board initiated its public hearing 
regarding the LDS church application on 
January 28.  At that time, 16 members of the 
public offered testimony in favor of and 

opposed to the requested development.  
Proponents stated that the proposed land 
use would enhance the neighborhood by 
providing an attractive facility within walking 
distance of many congregation members, 
and claimed that any adverse impacts on 
surrounding properties would be minimal.  
Opponents raised concerns about excessive 
traffic, the extensive size of the proposed 
parking lot, the lack of landscaping proposed, 
storm water runoff, and the height of the 
proposed steeple.  The apprehension over 
traffic caused the Board to postpone a 
decision on the matter until city staff provided 
more information on anticipated vehicle flow 
from the proposed facility. 
 On February 25, the Board reconvened the 
hearing, and reviewed documentation 
regarding traffic from staff, proponents, and 
opponents.  According to Board members, 
the most illuminating exhibit presented was a 
traffic analysis from the public works 
department that concluded that “traffic 
impacts from the proposed development will 
not create a signif icant adverse 
environmental impact and mitigation or 
rejection of the proposal is not warranted.”   
 At the conclusion of its hearing, the Board 
decided to approve the application subject to 

the following conditions: 1) 
all buildings and parking 
areas shall maintain a 15-
foot setback from property 
lines; 2) a screen (consisting 
of a solid fence or wall plus 
sight-obscuring landscaping) 
shall be established around 
the perimeter of the property; 
and 3) the parking area shall 
be screened along the 
property line abutting Park 
V i e w  D r i v e  w i t h  a 
landscaped hedge.  Barring 
any appeals, the applicant is 
expected to act on this 
construction project within 
the next year.  
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BOARD APPROVES NEW CHURCH ON MILITARY HILL 

The site for the proposed church is currently vacant.  High school facilities can be seen to 
the right in the background.�
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